
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED'ST ATESDEEARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United/States WtenTanfc Trademark Office 
Addresf : COMMISBlONERf OR PATENTS 
IP 

Alexandria, f*UBtSl23 1 3- 1 450 

www.usptu/ov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/675.121 


09/30/2003 


F. Randall Murray II 


1611IRRUS0IU 


4965 






(NORT 1 0-0034 





33000 7590 

DOCKET CLERK 
P.O. DRAWER 800889 
DALLAS, TX 75380 



05/02/2007 



EXAMINER 



CLOUD, JOIYA M 



ART UNIT 



2144 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



05/02/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Continuation Sheet (PTOL-326) Application No. 10/675,121 



Continuation of Attachment(s) 3). Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08), Paper No(s)/Mail Date 
:1/23/2004,08/02/2004,3/14/2005 t . 



2 



1 

Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/675,121 


Applicant(s) 
MURRAY, F. RANDALL 


Examiner 

Joiya M. Cloud 


Art Unit 
2144 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on September 30, 2003. Claims 
1-25 represent Apparatus, method, and computer program for providing instant messages 
related to a conference call. 

2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, 
or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain 
a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

As per claim exemplary claim 20, the claim is drawn towards a computer 
program product in a computer readable medium where the specification specifically 
mentions examples of computer readable medium that include software (paragraph 
[0016]), which does not fall under statutory subject matter. Claims 21-25 are rejected, 
using the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,121 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2144 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 1-9, 11-18 and 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticpated by Wellner et al. (US Patent No. 6,628,767 Bl). 

As per claim 1, Wellner teaches a method for call conferencing, comprising 
detecting an event associated with a conference call (Abstract, where the detected 
event is e.g., an active speaker in the conference call changes) the conference call 
associated with a plurality of participants; and communicating one or more instant 
messages associated with the detected event to one or more of the participants 
(Necessitated by Applicant's specification, an "instant message refers to a message 
that is transmitted from a source to a destination for presentation at the destination 
at the time it is received by the destination"(paragraph [0025]), therefore Wellner 
teaches such an instant message viewed by a talker applet and display screen which 
is updated with a new list and display, when new participants join or hang up in a 
conference call, col. 6, lines 61-67, Figure 7 and 9. See also Abstract where a 
message is sent to participants in response to a detected active speaker change). 

As per claim 2, Wellner teaches a method wherein the event comprises a 
chairperson of the conference call joining the conference call; and the one or more instant 
messages identify at least one of a number of participants who have joined the conference 
call and a name of each participant who has joined the conference call (Figure 2, where 
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a chairperson is the conference host and the message "people currently connected: 
n", identifies the number of participants who have joined the conference. See also 
Figure 4, where a list of each participant who joined the conference is named). 

As per claim 3, Wellner teaches a method wherein the one or more instant 
messages identify at least one of a number of participants who have joined and exited the 
conference call and a name of each participant who has joined and exited the conference 
call (Figures 2,4, and 9, where figure 9 displays the name of the participant who 
exited the conference call by sending the message "Pierre Wellner hung up...", col. 
6, lines 61-67). 

As per claim 4, Wellner teaches a method wherein the event comprises one of the 
participants joining the conference call (col. 6, lines 61-67); and the one or more instant 
messages identify a name of the participant who joined the conference call (Figure 4, 
where a message is sent to the participants displaying a list of each participant who 
joined the conference). 

As per claim 5, Wellner teaches a method wherein the event comprises one of the 
participants exiting the conference call (col. 6, lines 61-67); and the one or more instant 
messages identify a name of the participant who exited the conference call (Figure 9, 
where a message is sent to the participants displaying a screen list of each 
participant who hangs up in the conference). 

As per claim 6, Wellner teaches a method wherein the event comprises one of a 
beginning and an end of the conference call; and the one or more instant messages 
identify that the conference call has one of begun and ended (col. 5, lines 1-8, col.5, lines 
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36, where an a screen display message with detailed instructions for joining a 
conference is displayed after detecting the first step by a participant in beginning a 
conference. Figure 11, where a message is sent notifying participants that 
conference has ended). 

As per claim 7, Wellner teaches a method wherein the event comprises one of the 
participants failing to provide a correct pass code when attempting to join the conference 
call (col. 8, lines 17-31); and the one or more instant messages are communicated to a 
chairperson and identify the participant, an incorrect pass code provided by the 
participant, and the correct pass code (col. 8, lines 17-43). 

As per claim 8, Wellner teaches a method wherein the event comprises a 
chairperson of the conference call exiting the conference call (Figure 10 and Figure 11); 
and the one or more instant messages indicate that the conference call will end after a 
specified amount of time (col. 11, lines 10-15). 

As per claim 9, Wellner teaches a method wherein the event comprises one of the 
participants transferring the conference call from one communication device to another 
communication device; and the one or more instant messages indicate that the participant 
transferred communication devices (col. 8, lines 7-15, col. 11, lines 50-65 and col. 2, 
lines 1-10). 

As per claim 11, Wellner discloses an apparatus for call conferencing, 
comprising: one or more ports operable to receive at least one channel of a plurality of 
channels for a communication session (Abstract), the at least one channel having 
information from at least two of a plurality of conference call participants (Abstract); 
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and one or more processors collectively operable to: detect an event associated with the 
conference call; and communicate one or more instant messages associated with the 
detected event to one or more of the participants (Figure 1, col. 9, lines 24-30 and 
Abstract, where Wellner discloses a telecommunications conferencing system which 
includes a conference bridge with a plurality of ports, voice connections are 
established between a plurality of conference participants and where currently 
active speakers are detected and these changes are instantly notified to all 
conference participants). 

Claim 12 is substantially the same as claim 2, but in apparatus form rather than 
method form and thus rejected using the same rationale. 

Claims 13-18 is substantially the same as claims 4-9, but in apparatus form rather 
than method form and thus rejected using the same rationale. 

Claims 20-21 are substantially the same as claims 1-2 and are thus rejected using 
the same rationale. 

Claims 22-24 are substantially the same as claims 4-6 and are thus rejected using 
the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C.' 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
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a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

7. Claims 10, 19, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wellner in view of Desai et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,618,746 B2, hereinafter Desai). 

As per exemplary claim 10, Wellner discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed. However, Wellner does not explicitly teach wherein a survey and the one or 
more processors are further collectively operable to receive one or more responses from 
one or more of the participants containing answers to the survey; tabulate the answers; 
and communicate one or more instant messages containing the tabulated answers to a 
chairperson of the conference call. 

Desai teaches a survey and the one or more processors are further collectively 
operable to receive one or more responses from one or more of the participants 
containing answers to the survey (receiving answers to a questionnaire); tabulate the 
answers (retrieving the analysis and performing the statistical analysis); and 
communicate one or more instant messages containing the tabulated answers to a 
chairperson of the conference call (Abstract, col. 3, lines 43-67). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
networking art at the time the invention was made to have incorporate Wellner' s 
telecommunication's conferencing system to the teachings of Desai, for the purpose of 
providing a means for feedback from a networked communication session and its 
participants. Furthermore, enabling a survey allows "gathering of information across a 
network quickly and efficiently," (Abstract). 

Claims 19 and 25 are rejected using the same rationale. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joiya Cloud whose telephone number is 571-270-1 146. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday to Friday from on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3922. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 



published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JMC 



William J. Vaughn 



Supervisory Patent Examiner 



April 30, 2007 
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